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Autocourt/Shared Drive
An autocourt or shared drive is a limited (generally never serving more than 10 differ-
ent addressses for an autocourt; or 4 residences for a shared drive) private access way 
used to serve primarily residential uses.  This street type provides vehicular access to the 
sturctures while reducing the number of driveways on a residential street.  Special paving 
or landscaping should be used to designate these facilities as serving only the adjacent 
buildings, and not part of the community vehicular network.  The shared drive differs from 
the autocourt in that there is no turnaround necessary. 

4-15 Autocourt/Shared Drive
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Auto/Pedestrian Shared Drive
Auto/Pedestrian shared drives are local access roads that are intended to be used by both 
pedestrian and vehicles.  Typically these will be private driveways or parking areas serving 
a limited number of residences or mult-family buildings and will have low vehicular traffic 
volumes.  Scored or patterned pavement will be used to differentiate the function of the 
shared drive from adjacent streets.  Variation of the alignment and width along the drive is 
encouraged to create interest, slow traffic and promote pedestrian activity and safety.   

4-16 Auto/Pedestrian Shared Drive with curb and gutter

4-17 Auto/Pedestrian Shared Drive without curb and gutter

4-18 Auto/Pedestrian Shared Drive with parking
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Modification to Street Sections
Street sections may be modified to best fit the character of the proposed neighborhood 
and to respond to natural site features. Modifications to street sections related to on-
street parking, bicycle lanes, planter strips and/or sidewalks must meet the following 
guidelines:

• On-street parking is required within a development to the extent necessary to satisfy 
any on-street or guest parking requirement for the development. This means that some 
streets within a development may have street parking and some may not.

• Bicycle lanes are only required to be included in street sections that are classified 
higher than a neighborhood street. Bicycle lanes may be eliminated if an adequate off-
street facility is provided as a replacement.

• A sidewalk may be eliminated where access to any occupied use (e.g. residential) is 
not provided. For example, if a street does not have any residences on one side, the 
sidewalk may be eliminated on that side.

• A sidewalk may be eliminated if a separated trail section is provided as a replacement. 
For example, where a paved multi-use trail is provided along the road (it may be sepa-
rated), the sidewalk may be eliminated on one or both sides.

• A sidewalk on one side may be eliminated in cul-de-sac or hammerhead type of street 
ends where minimal residences are proposed. For example, where a number of resi-
dences take access from either a cul-de-sac or hammerhead street, if less than five 
residences are on each side, a sidewalk may be eliminated on one side. 

• Planter strips may be reduced or eliminated within or adjacent to a critical area or 
buffer; along the side of a street that is adjacent to a park or open space area; in com-
mercial/office and mixed-use areas; or where the planter strip would create a threat 
to public safety (for example, sight distance or pedestrian visibility). In commercial/
office and mixed-use areas, tree wells may be provided instead. Planter strips may be 
reduced or eliminated in street sections that are traversing slopes in order to minimize 
or avoid construction of walls. Where planter strips are reduced or eliminated due to 
topography, planted areas and trees should be provided at the back of the sidewalk to 
produce the same affect.

Proposed Off-Site Improvements
A traffic study is being conducted through the EIS process to determine the on-site and off-
site improvements necessary to maintain Level of Service ‘C’ on impacted roads. Off-site 
intersection improvements are shown and described in the MPD Phasing Plan.
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Integration of MPD with Existing Street Network
The Villages street network will be functionally integrated with the existing street network 
by ensuring that intersections between the new and existing system align or are re-aligned, 
by placement of roundabouts or traffic signals, and by widening of adjacent existing streets 
to accommodate new vehicle trips. Visual integration of the new network will be accom-
plished with street sections that include landscape strips, rain gardens, bioswales, and 
street trees similar to existing City design standards. Improvements at multiple off-site in-
tersections will maintain the function of the existing system. In addition, The Villages MPD 
includes several of the minor arterials shown on Figure 7.3, page 7-23 of the Transporta-
tion Element of the City of Black Diamond:

• Community Connector A is located and sized to function as “Annexation Road” and the 
“South Connector” 

• The North Connector Roadway is proposed through Parcel B 
• Neighborhood Street with Bike lanes “D” is located and sized to function as a portion 

of the “Lake Sawyer Road Extension”

The Villages MPD site is located in a large undeveloped area within the City of Black Dia-
mond with limited interface between its proposed street network and the City’s existing 
network. The areas north and south of SE Auburn-Black Diamond Road, and south and 
west of Lake Sawyer Road are the only portions of the site that are adjacent to and have 
access to the City’s existing street network. Connectivity of the site with the surrounding 
City network is limited by the Rock Creek corridor and Jones Lake. This limited connectivity 
will protect the majority of existing neighborhoods from through traffic.

The Villages main property street network will connect to the existing external street system 
at three points on SE Auburn-Black Diamond Road, two points on Lake Sawyer Road, and 
one point at Green Valley Road. The southern portion of Lake Sawyer Road is proposed to 
be vacated and relocated on The Villages MPD site aligning with Main Street. Community 
Connector A will intersect with SE Auburn- Black Diamond Road and the intersection will 
be signalized or otherwise controlled.

The Villages Parcel B street network has no direct connection to the existing street net-
work. It will connect indirectly to SR 169 through the Lawson Hills North Triangle and indi-
rectly to Lake Sawyer Road via the future Pipeline Road. 




